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Introduction
American history provides a detailed description of the events that led to the modern nation that exists in current times. More so, history provides the basis of different concepts, including the legislative aspect of the country, the development related to technology and advancement in various sectors such as medicine and education. Therefore, it is essential to understand the sequence of occurrence of events. This paper will discuss in detail two chapters covered in the course Module 2 History I, specifically Chapters 13 titled “Antebellum Idealism and Reform Impulses, 1820-1860” and Chapter 15 titled “The Civil War, 1860-1865”.[endnoteRef:2] [2: P.Scott Corbett, Volker Jansen, John M. Lund, Todd Pfannenstiel, and Paul Vickery. U.S. History. Rice University, 2017, 361, 419] 

Topic 1: Antebellum Idealism and Reform Impulses, 1820-1860
Various events occurred during this period, with most of the information provided being enlightening. During this Antebellum period, many changes resulted from it; for example, the issue of slavery that led to the Civil War. The explained impacts of religion in this chapter have expanded my knowledge about U.S. history. During the Antebellum period, the Second Great Awakening occurred, which advocated on issues related to personal salvation. It also emphasized on sinners leaving their sinful ways and turning to a Christ-centered life through being born again.[endnoteRef:3]The Second Great Awakening brought about significant changes in the American culture since people started joining the church and seeking to be born again. The slave owners also allowed their slaves to participate in the faith, and in the process, they also learned about their rights based on Christian values.   [3: Corbett., 363] 

Although the Whites feared that in case, they allowed their slaves to Christianity, since they thought that through religion, the Blacks and African Americans would learn about their rights and revolt against the oppression they were going through, they still went ahead and allowed for them to join.[endnoteRef:4] As a result, the first African American church was introduced, which allowed African Americans to own up their religious beliefs. Furthermore, the introduction of religion led to the development of utopian communities that embraced and practiced Christian values depending on their understanding of the faith. In these communities, they would embrace equality and communal living, for example, the Oneida Community introduced by John Humphrey Noyes.[endnoteRef:5] Although some of these communities employed strange practices, for example, complex marriage in the community by Noyes, they still advocated for equity in the American culture where women were considered inferior to men. As a result, advocates of women's rights developed, advocating for equality in society.  [4: Corbett., 364]  [5: Corbett., 369] 

Topic 2: The Civil War, 1860-1865
The Civil War was one of the most critical events in U.S. history, for it led to the abolition of slavery. The war was between the North and the South on the idea of slavery and freeing the slaves. The North were antislavery, while the South were proslavery, who also advocated for the White supremacy.[endnoteRef:6] After the election of Abraham Lincoln as the president in 1860, it propelled the advocacy against slavery in American states. The Southern states had withdrawn from the Union states to form the Confederate States of America. It is surprising how, during this time, some states advocated for slavery and people offering free labor in their cotton fields. However, under the leadership of Abraham Lincoln, there was a revolutionary war that advocated for people to be free and capitalism in the labor sector.  [6: Corbett., 431] 

During this war, having other states as allies had a significant effect on how the states faired in the battle. In this case, the South sort of having other nations such as Great Britain and France as allies in order to help them win against the North. However, their efforts bore no positive outcome. The South ended with no adequate resources to go to war with the North, which led to their defeat and return to the Union from which they had fled. The information included in this chapter clearly states the events that resulted from the Civil War including the death of over 500,000 soldiers and inflation due to the destruction of the resources in the different states. The South viewed slavery as their most significant source of revenue since they exploited free labor resources and consumed all the profit. However, the Civil War threatened their livelihood. Besides the treatment that the slaves faced, such as weeping and other harsh treatment, the South still wanted to implement these unethical practices. However, the outcome of the war resulted in positive impacts on the overall American culture.
Positive alternation on the previously perceived concepts
One of the biggest problems related to some of the issues faced in the nation today is ignorance of the events that led to the laws and policies implemented today. Therefore, a clear and detailed understanding of these events results in better understanding and better decision making, thus, the concepts explained in these two chapters have altered my thoughts positively. Referring to the events that occurred during the Antebellum period enhances my understanding of the role that Christianity played in the development of some of the existing values in the society, such as equity between the two genders, sin related topics, and communal living.[endnoteRef:7] More so, the role Christianity played on the development and advocacy of women's rights. Therefore, now I understand better the events around the Antebellum period in U.S. history. [7: Prorok, Alyssa K. Leader incentives, and civil war outcome. American Journal of Political Science 60, no. 1 (2016): 70-84] 

Similarly, the information on the American Civil war has altered my concepts positively through the adequate descriptions provided. I now clearly understand the series of events that led to the Civil War and, at the same time, the outcome that resulted from this war. More so, on the leaders that had a significant influence during this period, that is Abraham Lincoln as the president and Robert E. Lee as the leader of the Confederate States of America. [endnoteRef:8]Additionally, before going through this chapter, my understanding of the problems faced during the Civil War were different from the actual events. Now I clearly understand the economic difficulties faced, including inflation, the death of American soldiers, and the many windows that were left behind. [8: Prorok., 75
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